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©  All material in this magazine is subject to Australian Copyright Laws.  Contact the editor if you wish to reproduce 
any of the contents. 

Ken VK3KIM oper-

ates on  SOTA 

peak VK3/VS/053.  

This was the first 

time the recently 

registered peak had 

been activated by 

anyone. 

 

Ken was running an 

FT817 and a link 

dipole on a squid 

pole tied to a utility 

marker stake. 
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QTC 
Another year gone, and this one faster than the last one too.  I hope your Christmas was a very 
enjoyable one . 
 
TRADE DISCOUNT; 
If you want a discount card you need to have your photo taken and provided to the editor. 
 
CORRECTION: 
 
In the last issue the Speaker Reports were misnamed by a month.  The  “August” talk was actu-
ally in September and the “September” one  was in October.  The error was the editors.  Sorry. 
 
REMINDER 
Night meetings, Second Friday in the Month.  Please come along and listen to our speakers.  
Enjoy a cuppa, a biscuit and a chat.   
 
Day meetings, every Tuesday from 9:45 on.  Chatter and coffee time to 10:30. Reports, re-
quests, show and tell to 11:00.  Attendances are around 20 on a regular basis and Convenor 
Leon provides plenty of joviality. 
 
This is your Club.  If you want a particular activity, ask. 
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COMING UP  

Tuesday 28th January Pixie Construction continues.  Initial tests. 

Tuesday 4th February Pixie Construction concludes.  Final tests and boxing up. 

Tuesday 11th February.  Three peaks SOTA expedition 

Friday 14th February 2020.  TBA 

Friday 13th March 2020.  TBA 

Updated  23 Jan 2020 
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GUEST SPEAKER: NOVEMBER 

A modern Valve Tester by Ian VK3XI 
 
Many members harbour thought s about building a piece of valve 
equipment but wonder if the valve they saved for the project is OK.. 
A few have  boxes of valves and also wonder how many are viable.   
Of course you need a valve tester.   
 
Ian recently saw an article in the HSRA magazine about a new 
tester that is available in kit form, so he sent off for it and has built 
it. 
 
The instrument can perform most of the functions any of the older 
AVO type analog valve testers did. 
 
Perhaps the hardest part once the hardware is mounted is to wire 
up the multiple valve sockets to the selector plugs. 
 

 A very useful project.  Thanks Ian for sharing. 
Ian VK3XI 
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GUEST SPEAKER: NOVEMBER 

The EBay reference is :   
 
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/161942329443 
 
 
 
What you get in the kit.  
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Christmas Parties 

 
Those who attended the first Tuesday Christmas Party had a great time with plenty of food and 
chatter. 
 
The Friday evening one was enjoyed by a smaller group.  The usual people we only see once a 
year did not show up.   Perhaps Friday nights are becoming harder for people to get out on.  If 
the prospect of free food and a party doesn’t attract people what would? 
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SOTA on New Years Day 

Left: Fires in the Howqua 
valley on NYD 2020 from the 

summit ridge of Mt Buller.   
The first fire had smoke 
going straight up on my 
ascent to the summit of 
Mt Buller for a SOTA ac-
tivation on NYD.  This 
indicated no driving wind.  
After the activation, on 
the descent a second fire 
can be seen on the Bluff.  
There was now a gentle 
breeze.  Two hours later 
the CFA declared a 
Watch and Act for Mt 
Buller.  It was cancelled 
two hours later. 
 
Ron VK3AFW 
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SOTA in the OTWAYS 

Here we see Ken 
VK3KIM running out 
his linked dipole prior 
to a successful activa-
tion of VK3/VS-052 in 
the northern Otway 
forest..  No it wasn’t 
winter, December in 
fact, but the weather 
is changeable in the 
mountains. 
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Supporting Ribbon Feedline 

300 ohm ribbon can make 
an excellent low loss feed 
line for an HF doublet.  
Here is one method of sup-
porting the ribbon and 
making a waterproof con-
nection to the radiator.  Ex-
tensive use is made of roof 
and gutter sealant and heat 
shrink tubing with a glue 
inner. 
 
Where do you get 300 ohm 
ribbon these days?  
Rockby sell some cheap 
stuff: clearing sales for ra-
dio amateurs often throw 
up an unused reel of good 
stuff. Cable ties and roof and gutter sealant secure a load bearing loop of 

ribbon.  Electric fence insulators can have a groove filed in them tor 

secure mounting. 
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Building the PIXIE 

 
The following pages contain hints for build-
ing kits and some detailed suggestions on 
the construction. 
 
We acknowledge the Contribution made by 
The Dick Smith Company to kit building. 
 
A completed board on the left. 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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Building the PIXIE cont’d 
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FOR CLUB MEMBERS at ALTRONICS and JAYCAR. 
 

Moorabbin and District Radio Club Inc. members can now buy over the counter at Trade prices 
from both Altronics and Jaycar.   When making a purchase ask for Trade Discount and for  
Altronics quote the Club's Trade account number 32323 and your call sign or for Jaycar quote 
Customer Number 45400209.  This is NOT a charge account so you use your money. 

Note: Minimum purchase of $20 may apply. 

Check out these companies at their websites.      

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.altronics.com.au    

  Get your Club photo ID 

 discount card NOW 

 http://www.jaycar.com.au 

TRADE DISCOUNTS 

http://www.altronics.com.au/
http://www.jaycar.com.au

