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December mar ked the 100t h

founding of Amateur Radio
was known by another name
|l ess Society of Victoria.
groups in other states to
the present WI A which al s

tenary | ast year
During November 2011 var i
hosted the VK3WI 100 call
N , points from contacts with
w“li _ members the operator qual
some certificate shown he
CentenaryAward to qualify was M&DRC me mb
- I f you |l ook closely you w
Ron Cook VK3AFW amateurs pictured on the
_— tacts'ththreq'edstet' : of our c¢club, if we includ
R them and their callsigns?
Decemr %% member to correctly do so
bate i The first M&DRC Cl ub memb
Z.Ez“%ﬁg“:ﬁ:%ﬁﬁgmﬁgﬁmm nomi nate what they are do
e Contact the APC ne

Some 50 enthusiasts were present and some had wireless stations .
. changed to the Wireless Institute of Victoria. Since May 2004 it r Z e
—foracenturydomgwmtwedobesti p
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THE EDITORS DESK - Ron VK3AFW

h.uﬁ We i come t o-mawra zfiinres tf oE 2012. | t0s ste

I hope it is evolving in |Iike manner f

Colin Durreldl VK3UDC is on the sick 1

him a speedy recovery. And for all/l ou

spell of health may 2012 be a better ye

Father Christmas visited me three ti mes. Firs

member and Wouxun | ocal agent Graeme VK3GL. T

Just before Christmas day a 6 m beam arrived a

wonder f ul dx as reported | ater. So there is

TS2000X with the 1200 MHz option installed. /

have to give it back. Pl ease note 106l need t
t hese pages

Ken VK3CEK has been working hard and has nabbe
Friday night meetings. Pl ease make the effort
di o matters. Ot her Clubs will be cuing up to

't/ b92{ bdzYoSNI'tbycbw, C9.w!!w, HAMH tl @8F cc



THE EDITORSDESK - cont O0d

So what el se is in this issue?

Well we have details of two competitions. Fin
he/ she Bsecoipmge 1.

The |l ess frivolous completion is a constructio
good prize wil/l be provided. Val ves may be <c¢ch
your own junk box if you prefer. We wi | | have

and valve theory.

We have a major article on radio astronomy an
course the usual gener al club information for

I hope you enjoy this idsmsakee.s ulpt &sort htehebitghg ensnte

73
Ron VK3AFW
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A TRANSISTOR TESTER

This el e gant c iiregtirqadingteansistor gester

nally attributed to (A=
Wireless World aneo [was
produced I n EA N0V elmb e
1976.
push O

There are some chang 54”%
can be made to the cdhrcli
convenience. T .
Any voltage betWaen |[12
18 V can be wused inst%’ag 0
15 V. 1Sk 8k2

LA,,-
A series arrangement of 1
batteries can be used.
battery or increased to
nomi nal
The resistor R should be
t/ b92{ bdzYoSN¥tbNbw, C9. w! ! w,

y
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ADVERTISEMENT

RLP Communications.

Australian supplier for Wouxun

KG UvDd®Ral band radios
KG UV-al al band radios (Il ate

Accessories for all radi
Batteries, charger s, repl aceme
Programming kits, dry cell cas

5% di scount to current MDR C

Backed by | ocal support & ful
Why risk factory seconds off Ebay

Cal | Graeme for04a8ed371¢(.. o,
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A TRANSI STOR TESTER con

How it works.
The 741 Op Amp feedback adjusts its

out put so

zZer o. To do so it forces current i nto the bas
producing 4.7 volts across the 4k7 collector r
negative dAapot= %518 V). The meter then reads t|
be calibrated in transistor gain as per the tal
aSﬁSNJWh)EI-AQMNlbte t hat it i's assumed that the tr
pared to 1 mA, say |l ess than 0.01 m/
M Mnann . . . . .
This circuit i s for NPN transistors.
H pnn Jtransistors a 4 pole double throw sV
connection A and A6 and B and B©6. '
p HAn
both reversed.
i i | f you have a spare 50 OA meter a
H A p A cheaply. 't should be able to test
the switch added you should be abl e
on (o0} .
transi stors.
nn Hp
pn MH ®p

't/ b92{ bdzyoSN¥ tbMcbw, C9O. w!!w, HAMH



SIXMETRES - THE MAGIC BAND. Ron VK3AFW

X metres was once a very popul ar VHF odaemnd, e
l icences (Z Callso) first came on the scene.
carrier AM transmitter in the summer of 1961/
all with a dipole 3 m above the ground in a fr
encroached on the band and along with increasi
I n some areas Channel O was taken off air and
channel 9, compounding the problem for aspirin
With the advent of color TV the problem of mai
and the higher noise at this frequency prompte
Country amateurs stil] had channel 0 restrict.i
The introduction of digital TV is seeing the <c
frequencies below channel 6 are becoming avail
onto the band when channel O Toowoomba cl osed
Much of the time 6 m is |Iike 10 m; dead except
sporadic E propagation occurs 6 -mopetcroaresmiad g iv
spanning the continent and the Tasman. The ba
Occasionally there is a special day when stat]
can be worked on phone and CW,

't/ b92{ bdzyoSN¥ tbMcbw, C9O. w!!w, HAMH t ST cc



SIXMETRES - THE MAGI C BAND col

The magic might only Il ast for 10 minutes or it
being worked at different ti mes. All continen
This season contacts from Mel bourne into Mal ay
been made as well as Californi a, Me xi c o, Cent
Costa Rica, and the South Cook I s. A 5 el emer

years back Bruce VK3UV used his 80 m dipole t
magi cal

My new beam was for the first time not home me
AnRTenna. The page has photos showing the bit
mounting bolts.

The construction is sturdy and meant to withst
el ements are insulated from the boom with UV s
balun and has a stub which along with adjustn

match from 50 to 51 MHz.

Il have however been unable to get the SWR bel o
i nstructions but have some iIideas as to what t o
6 m and this helped the I C7000 radiate a reaso

't/ b92{ bdzyoSN¥ tbMcbw, C9O. w!!w, HAMH t MBF cc



SIXMETRES - THE MAGI C BAND col

Left. New 6 m beam. El ements and boo
to assemble using simple to
Above. The el ements are mount e
and connect to ibloé thbhoonmhwi't
spanner slips under the el e
assembl y.
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